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prisoners and 300 guns taken in this swift and hard-fought cam-
paign.
Almost simultaneously with the opening of General Platt's
offensive in Eritrea General Cunningham's East Africa Force,
comprising the ist South African Division, and the nth and i2th
African Divisions made up of troops from Nigeria, the Gold Coast,
East Africa and Rhodesia, invaded Italian Somaliland from the
south-west. On this southern front too the enemy had inexplicably
failed to take advantage of his initial opportunity to score a serious
success, and by December, 1940, General Cunningham had
assembled his three divisions on the line from Malindi along the
Tana river, by Wajir to Marsabit. Apart from a successful raid on
El Wak on December 14, there was, however, no large scale move-
ment till the end of January, 1941, when the South Africans,
advancing from Marsabit surprised the two forts covering the
Hobok gap and swept round eastwards north of the Moyale-Mega
escarpment to envelop and capture both these places.
This was the prelude to General Cunningham's main offensive,
which was launched from the line of the Tana on a two-division
front, the nth African Division advancing along the coast, and
the 12th on its left by way of Afrnadu. The two enemy divisions in
this area facing us were holding the line of the Juba, which, formi-
dable obstacle as it was, proved too long for effective defence, and
was quickly forced.   Following on this victory the nth African
Division occupied Mogadishu on February 26 after traversing
275 miles in three days with two minor actions on the way and, the
12th, sweeping north along the Juba to Bardera, occupied Dolo on
March 5. The whole of Italian Somaliland, 200,000 square miles
of territory, was thus overrun in six weeks and its garrison of 50,000
men dispersed or destroyed.    The occupation of Kismayu and
Mogadishuj moreover, gave us two new bases and shorter lines
of supply for the next stage of our advance into Southern Abyssinia.
This took the form of a rapid and unopposed road drive to
Jijiga, 750 miles from Mogadishu, and the nth African Division,
moving at forty miles a day, reached it in little over a fortnight.
The enemy garrison of British Somaliland, threatened frontally by
a force from Aden landed at Berbera and in rear by the dispatch
of a column from Jijiga to Hargeisa, retreated hurriedly into the
hills and there dispersed ; and after seven months of hostile occupa-
tion, British Somaliland, Italy's only gain of the war, reverted to its
rightful owners. Its reconquest gave us another valuable new base
at Berbera and shortened by two-thirds our long line of supply
from Mogadishu.
The nth African Division, now faced with, the forbidding
southern face of the Abyssinian plateau covering the approaches
to Harar and Diredawa, had a stiff but brief fight for the Marda